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(and beyond)
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Conference session

Start date : 21 April 2015 02:00

Date de fin : 25 April 2015 02:00

Where : Chicago

Hosted by : Association of American Geographers


Information sources :

http://www.aag.org/cs/calendar_of_events/aag_annual_meetings

Organizers : Ramon Ribera Fumaz (Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, ES), Marco Santangelo
(Politecnico di Torino, IT), Alberto Vanolo (Università di Torino, IT)
 
Outline :  The relation between technology and the urban is constantly evolving over time, producing
different urban forms, ways of life, and alternative ways of thinking about possible futures for cities. The
diffused idea that technologies will play a huge role in urban life in the near future gives origin to a
number of utopian and dystopian idea about the city, including for example the idea that technologies
will solve our current environmental problems without meaningfully changing our way of life, or to the
idea that security technologies will limit our freedoms by constantly checking our behaviours. Many of
these ideas are mobilized in the current debate about the so-called 'smart city’, that is basically an
ambiguous concept referring to the possibility of building new cities, or restructuring existing ones, so to
encompass ICTs, environmental sustainability, quality of life, social cohesion, and economic
growth. The session wishes to explore alternative understandings and alternative imaginaries of the
relation between technology and the city. Contributions may include (but are not limited to): cultural
analysis of utopian and dystopian technological imaginaries; the global circulation of smart city
imaginaries; the politics of new urban technologies; politico-economic perspectives on the regimes of
accumulation triggered by new technologies; the role of major multinational enterprises in shaping
technological imaginaries; theoretical and methodological perspectives on the exploration of the
relation between technologies and the urban.
 

Keywords :  Technology, City, Smart city, Urbanism, ICTs, Urban imaginaries; Urban utopias; Urban
dystopias 



Practical informations :

Submission Procedure : Please send abstracts of up to 250 words, including your affiliation, to:  ,  , and 
 with "Technology and the cities of tomorrow" as the subject line.

The deadline for receipt of abstract is October 31, 2014. N.B.: Accepted papers will need to register for
the AAG meeting online by the 5th of November so to send to the session organisers their PIN.


