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In the last years there has been an upsurge of different forms of grassroots initiatives

for transitions to more sustainable societies. There are both established

organisations as well as looser networks that are engaged with alternative systems of

provision of food, energy and housing, like community supported agriculture, food

sharing schemes, renewable energy cooperatives, co-housing and co-building, or

in the field of mobility – Bike Kitchens, critical mass rides, other forms of making

and consuming goods - DIY repair cafés, free shops, or other forms of sharing,

reusing and making goods, finance – community currencies, peer to peer lending,

etc.

These initiatives are less about campaigning and pushing for governments or

corporations to change, and more about altering practices, building and engaging in

alternative ways of living, and may be understood as “lifestyle movements” (Haenfler

et al, 2012), as practicing and expanding “diverse economies” (Gibson-Graham,

2008), as “grassroots innovation” (Seyfang & Haxeltine, 2012), or in other

sociopolitical terms. However, these “lifestyle movements” may well push for

changes in policies and influence or support decision-makers and politicians as well

as other citizens into more “radical” transitions. In this session we invite

contributions that explore questions like:



What are the motivations for engaging in grassroots initiatives like the above m

entioned? And how may they this be conceptualized? 
What type of change do these initiatives and groupings contribute to? Whose prac

tices do they alter? Who is included or excluded in these initiatives? 
When and how do they have a wider societal impact, beyond the engaged? How may o

r do already lifestyle movements like these influence decisions at a societal le

vel? 
How can “success” or impact of these forms of initiatives be conceptualized? Wha

t are key enabling and inhibiting factors? 
What is the role of these initiatives in the overall societal transition , in coo

peration and/or conflict with other actors such as governments, businesses, or o
ther organisations? 

What strategies, or forms of organizing, cooperating, funding and communicating
 – are being used and how may these be theoretically conceptualized?  

What are the challenges and limitations of these forms of initiatives?  
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